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Focus Areas 
Funded 

•  Epidemiology and Surveillance - Core  
•  Laboratory Capacity for Biologic Agents 

South 
Dakota has 
strengthened 
its capacity 
to respond 
to threats of 
bioterrorism 
by: 

•  Conducting syndromic surveillance during the 2000 Sturgis Motorcycle Rally to 
rapidly identify unusual illnesses 

•  Requiring reporting of critical BT threat agents as well as “unusual illness” and 
“clusters of disease” 

•  Educating partners such as the SD Environmental Health Association, the Rural 
Health Association and the Indian Health Service about bioterrorism issues 

•  Training state and local Disease Intervention Specialists 
•  Collaborating with the Division of Emergency Management and the Coordinator 

of the Weapons of Mass Destruction program to integrate CDC, DOJ and FEMA 
bioterrorism grant objectives for enhanced effectiveness 

•  Participating in the bioterrorism subcommittee of the Task Force on Antimicrobial 
Resistance 

•  Training laboratory and shipping room staff on handling and transfer of potential 
bioterrorism agents 

•  Developing bioterrorism fact sheets and an administrative policy for bioterrorism 
event reporting 

•  Participating in an anthrax table-top exercise  
Project Year 
2 Plans 
(August 31, 
2000-August 
30, 2001) 
include: 

•  Participating in the Montana-Dakotas-Idaho regional epidemiology and 
surveillance consortium 

•  Developing procedural guidelines and educational materials for local 
laboratorians 

•  Educating public safety, emergency response and medical personnel about the 
threat of bioterrorism 

•  Developing and validating analytical methods for biologic agents 
Contact 
Information 

Single Point of Contact 
 
LaJean Volmer 
Bioterrorism Program Coordinator 
Phone: 605-773-7593 
Fax: 605-773-4113  
E-mail: lajeanv@doh.state.sd.us 
 
Epidemiology and Disease Surveillance 
 
Sarah Patrick, M.D. 
State Epidemiologist 
Phone: 605-773-6894 
Fax: 605-773-5683 



E-mail: sarah.patrick@state.sd.us 
 
Laboratory 
 
Mike Smith  
Laboratory Director 
Phone: 605-773-3368 
Fax: 605-773-6129 
E-mail: mike.smith@state.sd.us 
 

Key 
Emergency 
Contacts 

  Federal Emergency Management Agency:   � (303) 235-4812 �
  State Emergency Management Agency:   � (605) 773-3233 �
  Federal Bureau of Investigation:   � (612) 376-3200 �
  State Public Health Agency:   � (605) 773-3361 � 
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